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Adventure in Cambridge
LCDR Marty Schaller, USN (Ret), Scholarship Chair

Over the years, serving as the chapter’s Scholarship
chair has sometimes been a bit like participating in a
mini drama, as we become familiar with each successful
applicant’s background, their aspirations and the
outcome of their efforts. Most have excellent outcomes
because of their preparations and pursuits. We have
~sent many students to the service academies and to
~ upper tier universities over the years, but | believe that
~ is the first time in over ten years that our chapter has
a student to Harvard College - especially to enter
the Marine Option program with the NROTC unit.

Anjali Ghafoerkhan is that student. | met her when
she came to Richard E. Byrd Library in Springfield to
interview for a scholarship grant. She had been
accepted by the NROTC Unit at the University of
Virginia, but Harvard College had wait-listed her. Anjali
acknowledged UVA’s reputation, but felt that a position in the NROTC Unit at
Harvard was worth fighting for. About the time that she graduated from Gar-
Field High School, Anjali was notified that she had been accepted by Harvard!
On the way, Anjali did basic naval orientation at Great Lakes lllinois Naval
Training Center after graduating from high school. She was about to become
part of the contingent of three new Marine Option midshipmen. She advised
3 Chapter Officers tha_tt they “are the first Marine O’Ption students at Harvard in five years! She
quipped: “The few. The proud...
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= Smash on Station

. Esteemed colleagues,
; We must continue to serve veterans in need during the holiday season.
= We all have deployed during many administrations through our long and illustrious

. = November offers reminders to be thankful and to serve during the holidays
.| celebrated this month.

<
Chapter News
Chapter Schedule to the end of 2024 — The Annual Business meeting and
luncheon is scheduled for Saturday, November 16th from 1130-1300 at GLORY DAYS GRILL, 3141 Duke St,
Alexandria, VA. Our guest speaker will be Col Diana Kupchella USAF(Ret), RN, JD and the current VCOC
President. She plans on discussing the role of the VCOC and legislative activity. We will also have the
installation of officers for 2025-2026.

November Observances — On November 10th 1775, A Corps of Marines was created by a resolution of the
Continental Congress. In memory of all Marines, we who are Marines commemorate the birthday of our Corps
by calling to mind the glories of its long and illustrious history, not the least of which was being born in a
Tavern!

November 11th is Veterans Day, a federal holiday in the United States observed annually to honor military
veterans. Finally, 28 November is Thanksgiving Day, a day for all people to give thanks for the blessings
bestowed upon them and for what they have.

Final Thoughts:

Personally, November has always been a reflective month. The right to vote and the concept of E Pluribus
Unum are established tenets within our country. The holiday of Thanksgiving always provided family
gatherings to be grateful for what we have and who we are as Americans. Finally, as | joined the Marine
Corps in 1975, the 10th of November has held a special place on the
November calendar. | celebrate the legacy of the Corps of which | was
so proud to be a member of and to serve this great Nation. “America I-II\DDV I!IIJTI-II'MV
belongs to the People. It does not belong to Congress. It doesn’t
belong to special interest groups. It doesn’t belong to the courts. It
belongs to “We the People”...” John Jay, Founding Father.

Never stop serving.
Semper Fidelis,
Smash

NEVER STOP SERVING
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MVC MOAA Legislative Corner

COL Kevin Catron, Legislative Chair

Virginia Veterans
Eligible for the
Virginia Military
Survivors Dependents
Education Program
(VMSDEP) Receive a
Scare this Past
Summer!

With the long summer now
behind us, | am getting caught up
on some of the legislative news and
updates affecting local veterans.
Couple this with my own recent
retirement from the Air Force, | was interested in researching benefits that directly impact our retirees and
eligible veterans.

| was shocked to read about Virginia’s efforts to repeal certain educational benefits for qualifying veterans
and retirees. The VMSDEP is a Commonwealth of Virginia program that provides education benefits to
spouses and children of qualifying veterans who have been rated by the VA as totally and permanently
disabled or, receive at least a 90 percent disability rating. Specifically, if you qualify, the VMSDEP would cover
up to 8 academic semesters at a Virginia public college and university. VMSDEP is one of only a few state-
mandated tuition waiver programs, which means VA schools are required to waive tuition for prospective
students who meet all eligibility requirements.

Over the years, there has been an increase in the number of retirees and veterans who receive a 90
percent or higher VA rating, leading to increased financial burdens on state schools. According to the State
Council of Higher Education, during the 2022-23 school year, total waivers topped over $65 million with
eligible students topping 6,000, up from about 1,000 a decade prior. As result, the state budget proposed cuts
on May 13, 2024, which would have required students’ income to be factored into future decisions about
tuition waivers. This would have meant significant education benefits being covered by the VMSDEP.

Virginia HB 6004 and SB 6012, signed into law by Governor Youngkin in July of 2024, repealed this
change. The law now invests an additional $90 million from a general fund surplus over the biennium — atop
a prior $40 million allocation — to fully cover the cost of the program. This is a huge victory for thousands of
prospective Virginia high school children who counted on the program for their future education!



November Guest Speaker

Col Diana Kupchella USAF (Ret), RN, JD, VCOC President

Born and raised in Cleveland. Ohio. Graduated from St. John College of Cleveland
i 1970. After working at Cleveland Metropolitan Hospital for a year, joined the
Air Force Nurse Corps in 1971.

Dates of active duty: July 1971 to July 1997. Assignments include staff nurse at
Castle AFB, CA; Flight Nurse at Scott AFB, II; staff nurse and charge nurse
Obstetrics.Lajes AB, Azores; staff nurse at Richards-Gabaur AFB, MO; MIMSO
Instructor and follow-on Charge Nurse at Sheppard AFB, TX; AFIT assignment at
Ohio State University; Chief Nurse Kadena Clinic, Okinawa; Evening/Night
Supervisor at Wright-Patterson AFB, Oh; Advisor to the Reserves at Dobbins AFB,
Ga; Fellowship with Sen. Daniel Inouye of Hawaii in Washington, D.C.; Nursing
Supervisor at Scott AFB, Il; Director of Medical Inquinies and Information in the
Office of the Air Force Surgeon General; retired from Bolling AFB. DC.

Post Service Activities: Attended Law School at George Mason University, graduating in May 2000. Admutted
to the Virginia Bar on October 30, 2000. Worked on Capitol Hill as Democratic Counsel for the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs, until 2005. Fully retired from paying jobs at that point.

Community Involvement: Currently serving as President of the Virginia Council of Chapters as well as President
for the Northern Virgimnia Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America; Secretary of the Chesapeake
Nurse Attomeys, Inc.

Special Interests: Military community. benefits, legislation, etc. Enjoy keeping in touch with old friends and
meeting new ones. Travel, family, and pets (She has a cat).

She plans on discussing the role of VCOC and legislative goals for 2024.

JROTC Scholarship continued from p.1. We look forward to hearing more from Anjali and others in the future.
Remember, we try to provide a meaningful cash award to each successful scholarship candidate. Thus far, we
have provided over sixty-eight scholarship awardees with more than eighty-six thousand dollars.

So, please do be generous to the Mount VernonChapter Scholarship Fund. Remember, the MOAA
Scholarship Fund has no future military service requirement but is restricted to relatives of military personnel
and is often a loan.. All who are graduating from JROTC in our area and entering officer training programs at
college level are eligible. We also provide a grant to each successful candidate.




,,**

*

la®a MVC-MOAA 2024 Events-Calendar ke
6 Eagat ok
DATE LOCATION EVENT / SPEAKER / TOPIC
Wed. Oct 2 Virtual BOD Meeting. 4thQTR VCOC report; Legislative Cmte proposes Natl objectives.
7pm - 8pm
Fri. Oct 25 Wells Field | Annual Retiree Appreciation Day. This event is to show appreciation to all the
8 am-1 om House, 2104 |retired service members/spouses from all the branches of military services,
P Goethal Rd, | located in the NCR. To get on base, if you don’t have a military or government ID,
Bldg 1810, Ft | you will have to enter base through Tully gate off of Jefferson Davis Highway and
Belvoir Fairfax County Highway. We will be co-located with VFW Post 609.
Sat.Nov16 Glory Lunch Brunch. Annual Business Meeting. Speaker TBD.
11am-1pm Days Grill . . )
3141 Duke St Lunch served at 11:30am. Officer Installation and Speaker to follow.
Alexandria
Sat.Dec14 Alexandria | Wreath Laying Holiday Social
. Natl Cemetery; L . " .
(Tentative) Social This is becoming an annual tradition for the Mount Vernon Chapter. Please join us
9:30am-3pm for the annual Wreaths Across America day at Alexandria National Cemetery. We
will be joining veterans from local VSOs, Boy Scouts, various military affiliated
youth organizations, and numerous supporters from around the community.
Following the wreath laying, we will conduct our holiday social at a place to be
determined.

Wreaths across America

Again, this year the Mount Vernon Chapter, MOAA is participating in the Wreaths across America Project, the
national effort that remembers and honors our veterans and educates all generations about their sacrifice. We
are supporting them with the purchase of wreaths in the coming months for their placement at Alexandria
National Cemetery on December 14, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. Mount Vernon Chapter also uses this as a
fundraising effort that helps service members and their families in the Fort Belvoir Community.

To learn more about Wreaths across America, go online to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.

To order Mount Vernon Chapter, MOAA sponsored wreaths for Alexandria National Cemetery go online to
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/VAOO20P This provides the easy steps to order wreaths.

This year Mount Vernon Chapter, MOAA has a goal of sponsoring 100 wreaths for Alexander National
Cemetery. Please feel free to share this information with family members and friends so they too can
participate in this very special effort. The cutoff date for placing orders is December 3, 2024.

If you need additional information, contact Bob Patrick, MVC Wreaths across America representative, at
patbobval@verizon.net or call at (703)964-6022.

0o

WREATHS
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AMERICA
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...and more from our much-appreciated sponsors

Plcture Yourself Here
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a Complimentary Two Night Stay! Call 855-258-0520
or Email us at regina.thompson@rivhs.com.

* Experience the story of America in the place where it all began, Colonial Williamsburg.

* Play at Willlamsburg Natlonal Golf Club, a Jack Nicklaus designed course.

* Enjoy Virginia Capital Trall, @ dedicated, paved pedestrian and bicycle tral connecting
past and present is of Ji and Rich along the Scenic Route 5 corridor.

o Expiore College of William and Mary, the second oldest college in the nation.

o Savor hand-crafted cocktalls, appetizers and pub fare at Archie’s Tavermn.

* Discover past friends and relive great memories. wﬁ

A Willhamsbissp

www patrictscolony.com

Patriots Colony. sponsored by Riverside Health System, s a LifeCare community exclustvely for
retired and former military officers retired and former federal civil employees and thelr spouses.

- P.O. Box 10403 ' e
Alexandria, VA 22310 /1)
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Indian River Colony Club * 1936 Freedom Drive * Melbourne, FL 32940
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Tobin Seven
REALTOR®/ Veteran / Eagle Scout
Licensed in VA, DC & MD

ySeven#

o cell- 703.327.6800
HBE Sgaw emait: Tobin@SoldBySeven.com
MLS &

web: www.SoldBySeven.com

Tobin will give you 0.5% of purchase/sale price back at

Settlement. This is real money to you. Licensed in
Virginia, Maryland and DC. 34 years’ experience and
ranked in top 1% of Realtors based on volume. Life
Member of MOAA.

%Seven (o)

TOBIN SEVEN » REALTOR
www.SoldBySeven.com
703.327.6800
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Mount Vernon Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 97, Mt Vernon VA 22121-0097

Address Service Request

Comments or letters to the editor may be sent to the
above address or email: despatcheditor@proton.me

To join the MOAA Mount Vernon Chapter, please go to:
WWW.mvmoaa.org

Bob’s Printing [#¥"

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

Now and Always
We'll be There.
\ Robert M. Beach

% SKC, USN Retired IIIIMOAA
(703) 360-7284 INSURANCE

8403-D Richmond Highway Fax (703) 360-3825 )
Alexandria, Virginia 22309 flagbike@aol.com 1-800-247-2192 ® www.moaainsurance.com

The Mount Vernon Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) and national MOAA provide their advocacy in a nonpartisan manner.
Any conveyance of partisanship is unintended.
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